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This important volume presents the pros and cons of a national service that will meet the information needs
and wants of all people. In the preface, Everette E. Dennis, Executive Director of The Freedom Forum Media
Studies Center, asks, "What will a true information highway -- where most citizens enjoy a wide range of
information services on demand -- do to local communities, government, and business entities, other units of
society and democracy itself?"

It is no longer a question of whether a vastly expanded "information highway" will be built in America.
Telephone and cable companies have already inaugurated their plans, and government will most likely
incorporate such plans into the economic development policy of the late 1990s. The key questions remaining
are: Who will pay for it? and Whom exactly will it serve? The People's Right to Know suggests that serving
the everyday citizen should be the main objective of any national initiatives in this area. It counsels that
evolving electronic services are new communications media that should be deployed with a main focus on
the public's needs, interests, and desires.

If advances in the nation's public telephone network will make information services as easy to use as
ordinary voice calls, or newspapers promise vast new electronic services awaiting their readers, more
attention must also be devoted to the information needs and wants of everyday citizens. In our increasingly
multicultural and technology-driven society, enormous inequities exist across America's socioeconomic
classes regarding access to information critical to everyday life. If an information highway is to be effective,
we need to ensure that all Americans have access to it; its design must start with the everyday citizen. This
powerful new medium at our disposal must consider policy that includes attempts to close the information
gap among our citizens. It must ensure equal access to data regarding job, education, and health information
services; legal information on such topics as immigration; and transactional services that offer assistance on
such routine but time-consuming tasks as renewing a driver's license or registering to vote.

Media and telecommunications professionals, communication scholars, and policymakers, including two
former chairmen of the Federal Communications Commission, provide insights and pointed commentary on
the nature and shape of an information highway designed as a new public medium aimed at serving a wide
range of public needs. Their work should improve our basis for deciding if there are means by which an
enhanced public telecommunications network can benefit the everyday working American.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Rivera:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book The People's Right To Know: Media, Democracy,
and the Information Highway (LEA Telecommunications Series) was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The
People's Right To Know: Media, Democracy, and the Information Highway (LEA Telecommunications
Series) is not only giving you far more new information but also to get your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
The People's Right To Know: Media, Democracy, and the Information Highway (LEA Telecommunications
Series). You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mark Authement:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is The People's Right To Know: Media, Democracy, and the Information Highway (LEA
Telecommunications Series).

Ronald Meyers:

The People's Right To Know: Media, Democracy, and the Information Highway (LEA Telecommunications
Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into delight arrangement in writing The People's Right To Know: Media, Democracy, and the
Information Highway (LEA Telecommunications Series) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Virgil Santamaria:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This The People's Right To Know: Media,
Democracy, and the Information Highway (LEA Telecommunications Series) is simple to develop you can
read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your
smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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