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By reconsidering Whitman not as the proletarian voice of American diversity but as a historically specific
poet with roots in the antebellum lower middle class, Andrew Lawson in Walt Whitman and the Class
Struggle defines the tensions and ambiguities about culture, class, and politics that underlie his
poetry.Drawing on a wealth of primary sources from across the range of antebellum print culture, Lawson
uses close readings of Leaves of Grass to reveal Whitman as an artisan and an autodidact ambivalently
balanced between his sense of the injustice of class privilege and his desire for distinction. Consciously
drawing upon the languages of both the elite culture above him and the vernacular culture below him,
Whitman constructed a kind of middle linguistic register that attempted to filter these conflicting strata and
defuse their tensions: “You shall not look through my eyes either, nor take things from me, / You shall listen
to all sides and filter them from yourself.” By exploring Whitman's internal struggle with the contradictions
and tensions of his class identity, Lawson locates the source of his poetic innovation. By revealing a class-
conscious and conflicted Whitman, he realigns our understanding of the poet's political identity and
distinctive use of language and thus valuably alters our perspective on his poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Haller:

The book Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series) gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series) being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like start and read a publication Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman
Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Elaine Roberts:

Precisely why? Because this Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Olive Griffin:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top listing in your reading list is Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Leah Humphries:

You can find this Walt Whitman and the Class Struggle (Iowa Whitman Series) by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try
to choose right ways for you.
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