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Many historians have claimed that respectability was the sharpest line of social division in Victorian society,
even that the line between the 'respectable' and 'unrespectable' was more significant than between rich and
poor. This irreverent and revisionist collection argues that they have over-polarised Victorian attitudes and
challenges the conventional view that middle-class Victorian leisure had a respectable and serious purpose
and approach.
Disreputable Pleasures explores the more sinful and unrespectable Victorian male sporting pleasures,
demonstrating the complex interrelationships between such value as manliness, muscularity and machismo,
or sensuality, virility and hedonism. It sheds light on the ways in which the public rhetoric of Victorian
respectability could be rendered problematic by the practical pursuit of private pleasures. It shows that
Victorian leisure was much more contested cultural space than has been recognised, a battleground whose
contestants ranged from the rational recreationalist to the avowedly hedonistic, and from the sacred to the
profane.
Disreputable Pleasures poses a powerful challenge to the accepted public image of Victorian society and will
greatly add to our present understanding of Victorian Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Gunter:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Disreputable Pleasures: Less Virtuous Victorians at
Play (Sport in the Global Society).

Bridgett Killion:

The particular book Disreputable Pleasures: Less Virtuous Victorians at Play (Sport in the Global Society)
has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Julie Gooch:

Why? Because this Disreputable Pleasures: Less Virtuous Victorians at Play (Sport in the Global Society) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will
go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Stephen Harvey:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Disreputable Pleasures: Less Virtuous
Victorians at Play (Sport in the Global Society) can give you a lot of friends because by you investigating
this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Disreputable Pleasures: Less Virtuous Victorians at Play (Sport in the Global Society).
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