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A well-disciplined army was vital to win American independence, but policing soldiers during the
Revolution presented challenges. George Washington’s Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army examines
how justice was left to the overlapping duties of special army personnel and how an improvised police force
imposed rules and regulations on the common soldier. Historian Harry M. Ward describes these methods of
police enforcement, emphasizing the brutality experienced by the enlisted men who were punished severely
for even light transgressions. This volume explores the influences that shaped army practice and the quality
of the soldiery, the enforcement of military justice, the use of guards as military police, and the application of
punishment.

Washington’s army, which adopted the organization and justice code of the British army, labored under the
direction of ill-trained and arrogant officers. Ward relates how the enlisted men, who had a propensity for
troublemaking and desertion, not only were victims of the double standard that existed between officers and
regular troops but also lacked legal protection in the army. The enforcement of military justice afforded the
accused with little due process support.

Ward discusses the duties of the various personnel responsible for training and enforcing the standards of
behavior, including duty officers, adjutants, brigade majors, inspectors, and sergeant majors. He includes the
roles of life guards, camp guards, quarter guards, picket men, and safe guards, whose responsibilities ranged
from escorting the commander in chief, intercepting spies and stragglers, and protecting farmers from
marauding soldiers to searching for deserters, rounding up unauthorized personnel, and looking for
delinquents in local towns and taverns.

George Washington’s Enforcers, which includes sixteen illustrations, also addresses the executions of the
period, as both ritual and spectacle, and the deterrent value of capital punishment. Ward explains how
Washington himself mixed clemency with severity and examines how army policies tested the mettle of this
chief disciplinarian, who operated by the dictates of military necessity as perceived at the time.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Vargas:

This George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. That George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army without we
realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry
George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
telephone. This George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army having fine arrangement in
word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Donovan Houseman:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This e-book George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the
Continental Army was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Bella Singer:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army can make you truly feel
more interested to read.

Jillian Diaz:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt
this when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book George Washington's
Enforcers: Policing the Continental Army to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the impression about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to



like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve George Washington's Enforcers: Policing the
Continental Army can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of that time.
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