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Colorful, dramatic, blundering, and tragic – these are some of the adjectives that have been applied to the
two-day engagement at Shiloh. This battle, which bears the biblical name meaning “place of peace,” was one
of the bloodiest encounters of the Civil War. The Union colonel, whose words give the present book its title,
foretold the losses when he told his men: “Fill your canteens Boys! Some of you will be in hell before
night….”

Fought in the early spring of 1862 on the west bank of the Mississippi state line, Shiloh was, up to that time,
the biggest battle of American history. One hundred thousand men were involved, and major Civil War
commanders such as Grant, Sherman, Johnston, Beauregard, Bragg, and Forrest participated. The battle took
the life of Johnston and it left a lasting impact on the reputation of other commanders. More-over, it played a
significant role in the campaign for control of the Mississippi Valley.

Although hundreds of books have been written about the Civil War and its battle, questions about the
disorganized struggle at Shiloh have continued to perplex historians. Why was Grant absent when his army
was attacked? Why did Grant and Sherman apparently ignore evidence of a Confederate advance? What
happened to Lew Wallace that he never got his division into the fight on the first day of battle? Why did it
take the Rebels so long to make their way from Corinth to the battlefield? Did the Rebels really have a
distinct opportunity to win the battle, as it seems in retrospect, or were they doomed from the start? Were
Johnston and Beauregard working at cross-purposes? Shiloh-In Hell Before Night provides answers or clues
to answers of clues to answers for these and other questions arising from this controversial engagement.

The author tells his story by placing Shiloh in the larger context of the war and by exploring the very
personal side of the conflict through the words of the Union and Confederate participants, officers and
common soldiers alike. Touches of humor and even or romance are revealed in the midst of the carnage, but
the overriding element is the specter of death. Among those who survived, the soldiers who had been eager
to “see the elephant,” as they commonly referred to combat, could never again feel so eager for a fight.

James Lee McDonough is professor of history at Auburn University, and the author of Stones River –
Bloody Winter in Tennessee, Chattanooga – A Death Grip on the Confederacy, and the co-author of Five
Tragic Hours: The Battle of Franklin.
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Wyatt:

Often the book Shiloh In Hell Before Night will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book Shiloh In Hell Before Night is much recommended to you you just read. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Richard Segers:

The reserve untitled Shiloh In Hell Before Night is the guide that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Shiloh In Hell Before Night from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Stanley Torres:

The reason why? Because this Shiloh In Hell Before Night is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Veronica Shriner:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Shiloh In Hell Before Night, you are able
to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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