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Is the official collection of information on individuals inevitably leading to the creation of a 'Big Brother
State'? In this innovative interdisciplinary study, Edward Higgs takes issue with writers such as Michel
Foucault and Anthony Giddens who argue that state information gathering can be seen in terms of an
expansion towards modernity, and as social control. Using ground-breaking historical research, Higgs
reveals that, since 1500, the English state has always been an Information State although the nature of that
state has changed markedly over the last 500 years. In its modern form, the Information State is as much
about winning consent via the provision of benefits as repression in the interests of elites.

The Information State in England
- draws upon a wide range of sociological theory and historical research, as well as evidence gathered from
archival sources
- challenges many assumptions about state formation and the role of information
- views the development of the state in terms of the changing balance between decentralized and centralized
forms of governance
provides a critique of sociological and postmodernist concepts of modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

The book The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best
thing like a book The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since
1500? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Information State in
England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Regina Laporte:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Information State in
England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 that give your satisfaction preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Information State in England:
The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 become your own personal starter.

Katrina Frey:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you
to definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
to you is The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500
this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of
you.

Julie Slocum:

This The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens since 1500 is
completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little



digest in reading this The Information State in England: The Central Collection of Information on Citizens
since 1500 can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life as
well as knowledge.
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