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The New York Times bestselling author of Just My Type and On the Map offers an ode to letter writing
and its possible salvation in the digital age.

Few things are as exciting—and potentially life-changing—as discovering an old letter. And while etiquette
books still extol the practice, letter writing seems to be disappearing amid a flurry of e-mails, texting, and
tweeting. The recent decline in letter writing marks a cultural shift so vast that in the future historians may
divide time not between BC and AD but between the eras when people wrote letters and when they did not.
So New York Times bestselling author Simon Garfield asks: Can anything be done to revive a practice that
has dictated and tracked the progress of civilization for more than five hundred years?

In To the Letter, Garfield traces the fascinating history of letter writing from the love letter and the business
letter to the chain letter and the letter of recommendation. He provides a tender critique of early letter-writing
manuals and analyzes celebrated correspondence from Erasmus to Princess Diana. He also considers the role
that letters have played as a literary device from Shakespeare to the epistolary novel, all the rage in the
eighteenth century and alive and well today with bestsellers like The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie
Society. At a time when the decline of letter writing appears to be irreversible, Garfield is the perfect
candidate to inspire bibliophiles to put pen to paper and create “a form of expression, emotion, and tactile
delight we may clasp to our heart.”
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this To the Letter: A Celebration of the Lost Art of Letter Writing.

Lori Barnes:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline To the Letter: A
Celebration of the Lost Art of Letter Writing suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer
in this era. The particular book untitled To the Letter: A Celebration of the Lost Art of Letter Writingis the
main of several books that will everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know previous to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world on this book.

David Sayre:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually To the Letter: A Celebration of the Lost Art of Letter
Writing why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Carol Jackson:

The book untitled To the Letter: A Celebration of the Lost Art of Letter Writing contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice examine.
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