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Peter Balakian is a renowned poet, scholar, and memoirist; but his work as an essayist often prefigures and
illuminates all three. "I think of vise and shadow as two dimensions of the lyric (literary and visual)
imagination," he writes in the preface to this collection, which brings together essayistic writings produced
over the course of twenty-five years. Vise, "as in grabbing and holding with pressure," but also in the sense
of the vise-grip of the imagination, which can yield both clarity and knowledge. Consider the vise-grip of
some of the poems of our best lyric poets, how language might be put under pressure "as carbon might be put
under pressure to create a diamond." And shadow, the second half of the title: both as noun, "the shaded or
darker portion of the picture or view or perspective," "partial illumination and partial darkness"; and as verb,
to shadow, "to trail secretly as an inseparable companion" or a "force that follows something with fidelity; to
cast a dark light on something—a person, an event, an object, a form in nature."

Vise and Shadow draws into conversation such disparate figures as W. B. Yeats, Hart Crane, Joan Didion,
Primo Levi, Robert Rauschenberg, Bob Dylan, Elia Kazan, and Arshile Gorky, revealing how the lyric
imagination of these artists grips experience, "shadows history," and "casts its own type of illumination,"
creating one of the deepest kinds of human knowledge and sober truth. In these elegantly written essays,
Balakian offers a fresh way to think about the power of poetry, art, and the lyrical imagination as well as
history, trauma, and memory.
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From reader reviews:

Beth Kelly:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination,
Poetry, Art, and Culture.

Wade Diaz:

The ability that you get from Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture is
a more deep you looking the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry,
Art, and Culture giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific
way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then
can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Vise
and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture instantly.

Dennis Winters:

The particular book Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
published by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mary Adams:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get wide range
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be Vise and Shadow: Essays on the Lyric Imagination, Poetry, Art, and Culture.
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