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Traces of the living animal run across the entire corpus of medieval writing and reveal how pervasively
animals mattered in medieval thought and practice. In fascinating scenes of cross-species encounters, a raven
offers St. Cuthbert a lump of lard that waterproofs his visitors' boots for a whole year, a scholar finds
inspiration for his studies in his cat's perfect focus on killing mice, and a dispossessed knight wins back his
heritage only to give it up again in order to save the life of his warhorse. Readers have often taken such
encounters to be merely figurative or fanciful, but Susan Crane discovers that these scenes of interaction are
firmly grounded in the intimate cohabitation with animals that characterized every medieval milieu from
palace to village. The animal encounters of medieval literature reveal their full meaning only when we
recover the living animal's place within the written animal.

The grip of a certain humanism was strong in medieval Britain, as it is today: the humanism that conceives
animals in diametrical opposition to humankind. Yet medieval writing was far from univocal in this regard.
Latin and vernacular works abound in other ways of thinking about animals that invite the saint, the scholar,
and the knight to explore how bodies and minds interpenetrate across species lines. Crane brings these other
ways of thinking to light in her readings of the beast fable, the hunting treatise, the saint's life, the bestiary,
and other genres. Her substantial contribution to the field of animal studies investigates how animals and
people interact in culture making, how conceiving the animal is integral to conceiving the human, and how
cross-species encounters transform both their animal and their human participants.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

The particular book Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages
Series) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Eric Graves:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in Medieval Britain
(The Middle Ages Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge
about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading any book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Randolph Dilworth:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Animal Encounters: Contacts and
Concepts in Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series) as well as others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in Medieval
Britain (The Middle Ages Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.

John Cheung:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's soul or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Animal Encounters: Contacts and Concepts in
Medieval Britain (The Middle Ages Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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