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A lively memoir of LGBT activist Steve Endean—one of the most influential political strategists ever to
lobby Washington DC!

Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress is the spirited and
provocative memoir that blows the lid off the complex machinations of state and national politics. LGBT
activist Steve Endean’s autobiographical chronicle, completed shortly before his death in 1993, tells insider
stories that are sometimes rousing, other times infuriating, recounting the fight for lesbian and gay rights
from the trenches of the Minnesota state capital to the Washington Beltway. Readers get a clear view of the
political activism of building grassroots support systems, fundraising efforts, lobbying to rally support for
bills, and the election/reelection of sympathetic political representatives.

Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress dynamically recounts
Endean’s activism and instrumental leadership of the LGBT movement from 1973 to just before his death in
1993. From being the first Executive Director of the Gay Rights National Lobby, founder and Executive
Director of the Human Rights Campaign Fund, and founder of the Speak Out mailgram campaigns for
grassroots pressure on congresspersons on G/L rights issues, the author discusses with amusing anecdotes
and self-effacing humor his strategies, victories, and failures as movement leader. This lively mix of the
accomplishments in those crucial years and the “dos and don’ts” of political activism is peopled with well-
known and lesser-known movers and shakers on the political landscape.

Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress gives an inside look at the
political process, discussing:

the political roots of Steve Endean—from his activist beginnings in Minnesota●

his rise from state to national politics●

the basics of fundraising●

lobbying representatives●

the LGBT internal conflicts●

building grassroots support●

the hypocrisy and lack of courage inherent in politics●

protest activities●

From the book: 0.

“I began to ge a sense of what a challenge I had ahead when Mayo asked what brought me to DC.
Exhausted from a long flight, coping with tons of luggage, and very nervous about such a big move, I
mustered the energy to explain earnestly that I'd been hired to be the first director and lobbyist for the Gay
Rights National Lobby. To my shock, this distinguished gentleman doubled up with laughter and, in his
charming Southern drawl, told me the Gay Rights National Lobby was dead as a doornail. He went on to
suggest if that is what really brought me to Washington, DC, I might not want to haul all those boxes
upstairs and perhaps I should just pack up and catch a return flight to Minnesota. That was my welcome to
Washington, DC. Cold, white Minnesota never looked so appealing.”



Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress is stimulating, eye-
opening reading for educators, students, activists in search of guidance in the political process, anyone
interested in LGBT history and political history, and anyone who knew the late Steve Endean.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a
book. Looking at a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specially this Bringing Lesbian
and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress (Sexual Minorities in Historical Context)
book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

James Sandifer:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Bringing
Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress (Sexual Minorities in Historical
Context) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress (Sexual Minorities in
Historical Context)is one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot
of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the
core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Theodore Dubose:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the
Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress (Sexual Minorities in Historical Context) can be good book to read.
May be it might be best activity to you.

Frankie Lampkins:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the
Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress (Sexual Minorities in Historical Context) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an



individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Bringing Lesbian and Gay Rights Into the
Mainstream: Twenty Years of Progress (Sexual Minorities in Historical Context).
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