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Asking students to write journals that reflect on their learning has become a widespread pedagogical practice
in recent years. However, the scholarly literature does not address certain key questions about how journal
writing aids learning:
* Is there something inherent in journal writing that encourages students to write reflectively?
* What psycholinguistic or cognitive factors help to explain the power of journal writing?
* Why do some students use journals to write prolifically and creatively while others limit their responses to
summarizing the assigned course reading?
* Why do teachers find some journal entries so much more engaging than others?
* How do teachers' ways of responding to journals affect their students' development as writers and thinkers?

This book addresses such questions through a careful analysis of the journal writing of the students in the
author's ESL classes at a large urban college. It contains detailed case studies of five culturally- and
linguistically-diverse students with widely differing responses to journal writing.

To teachers of composition for both first- and second-language students and to teachers of graduate courses
in education and qualitative research, this book offers a contextualized description of journal writings as a
complex social activity. By emphasizing the need for educators to reexamine their pedagogy and to learn
from their students, Conversations of the Mind is an indispensable contribution to the emerging literature of
teacher research and reflective practice.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Hart:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Conversations of the Mind: The Uses of Journal Writing for
Second-Language Learners. Try to make the book Conversations of the Mind: The Uses of Journal Writing
for Second-Language Learners as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Henry Reavis:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Conversations of the Mind: The Uses of Journal Writing for Second-Language Learners,
you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average,
make them reading a book.

Gregory Morrow:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Conversations of the Mind: The Uses of Journal Writing for Second-Language Learners offer you a new
experience in reading a book.

Norbert Walling:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Conversations of the Mind: The Uses of
Journal Writing for Second-Language Learners to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you
just read it and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to



wide open a book and read it. Beside that the book Conversations of the Mind: The Uses of Journal Writing
for Second-Language Learners can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of that time.
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