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Recent years have seen the emergence of a virulent version of Hindu nationalism and fundamentalism in
India under the banner of Hindutva. This xenophobic movement has obfuscated and mystified the notion of
Hindu identity and reinforced its stereotypes. Its arguments range from the patently unscientific - humankind
was created in India, as was the first civilisation - to historical whitewash: Hinduism has continued in one,
unchanged form for 5000 years; Hinduism has always been a tolerant faith. 'Rethinking Hindu Identity'
offers a corrective based on a deep and detailed reading of Indian history. Written in a riveting style, this
study provides a fresh history of Hinduism - its practices, its beliefs, its differences and inconsistencies, and
its own myths about itself. Along the way, the book systematically demolishes the arguments of Hindu
fundamentalism and nationalism, revealing how the real history of Hinduism is much more complex.
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From reader reviews:

Jessie Taylor:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture).

Joyce Murphy:

The book Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book Rethinking
Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Valerie Bell:

The book Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after looking over this book.

Charles Sizemore:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Rethinking Hindu Identity (Religion in Culture) can make you sense more interested
to read.
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