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The Scandal of the State is a revealing study of the relationship between the postcolonial, democratic Indian
nation-state and Indian women’s actual needs and lives. Well-known for her work combining feminist theory
and postcolonial studies, Rajeswari Sunder Rajan shows how the state is central to understanding women’s
identities and how, reciprocally, women and “women’s issues” affect the state’s role and function. She
argues that in India law and citizenship define for women not only the scope of political rights but also
cultural identity and everyday life. Sunder Rajan delineates the postcolonial state in implicit contrast with the
“enlightened,” postfeminist neoliberal state in the West. Her analysis wrestles with complex social realities,
taking into account the influence of age, ethnicity, religion, and class on individual and group identities as
well as the shifting, heterogeneous nature of the state itself.

The Scandal of the State develops through a series of compelling case studies, each of which centers around
an incident exposing the contradictory position of the Indian state vis-à-vis its female citizens and,
ultimately, the inadequacy of its commitment to women’s rights. Sunder Rajan focuses on the custody battle
over a Muslim child bride, the compulsory sterilization of mentally retarded women in state institutional
care, female infanticide in Tamilnadu, prostitution as labor rather than crime, and the surrender of the female
outlaw Phoolan Devi. She also looks at the ways the Uniform Civil Code presented many women with a
stark choice between allegiance to their religion and community or the secular assertion of individual rights.
Rich with theoretical acumen and activist passion, The Scandal of the State is a powerful critique of the
mutual dependence of women and the state on one another in the specific context of a postcolonial
modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Lila Smith:

This The Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (a John Hope Franklin
Center Book) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get
facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This The Scandal of the State:
Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) without we realize
teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The
Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (a John Hope Franklin Center
Book) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship
in Postcolonial India (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) having very good arrangement in word in addition
to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Harold Houston:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This The Scandal of the State: Women,
Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is our recommendation to
cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ronnie Chaney:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Scandal of the State: Women, Law,
and Citizenship in Postcolonial India (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Guadalupe Hauser:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in
the top listing in your reading list is The Scandal of the State: Women, Law, and Citizenship in Postcolonial
India (a John Hope Franklin Center Book). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can



get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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