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For decades Americans imagined life under Communist regimes to be grim, frightening, and oppressive. Not
so, Bulgarian-born Zlatko Anguelov reveals in this eye-opening memoir. For the most part, life was just
normal. People adjust; bread must be earned; families enjoy each other's company. If Communist
governments were oppressive, that oppression became the norm for most people's lives; totalitarianism was
mundane and even banal.

Yet in the morally ambivalent world of the communism in which Anguelov grew up, everyone was both
victim and victimizer. Few dissented; few intended evil. More typical were tales of compliance, complicity,
and informing on friends and neighbors just as part of getting by. Whether discussing his schooldays, his
marriages, or his career, Anguelov inexhorably returns to his theme of compliance. In moving but
understated prose, he describes his own coming to terms with the harm done by compliance and his gradual
shift into a more politically active stance.

Through the stories of Anguelov's own family and acquaintances, he illustrates the kinds of moral choices
available to ordinary folk. The motives for collaboration range from those of his grandfather, who cooperated
with the government because he believed fervently in communism, to those of his cousin, who cynically
embraced the regime in order to prosper. Decades of learning to get by in such a system, Anguelov hints,
may have shaped opportunists who now pose as democrats and who sought in post-communist reforms not
so much political freedom as economic prosperity.

In this penetrating and provocative account, Anguelov challenges easy assumptions about communism,
democracy, and Eastern Europe. His chilling insights into complicity under Bulgarian communism raise
uncomfortable questions about the moral dimensions of “going along” in any system.
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

The book Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series
on Eastern Europe) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make looking at a book Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a e-book Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer
(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jose Longoria:

This Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on
Eastern Europe) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Communism and the Remorse of an
Innocent Victimizer (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) without we comprehend
teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Communism
and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) can
bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent
Victimizer (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) having very good arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Helen Elder:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Communism and the Remorse of
an Innocent Victimizer (Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) which is finding the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Mary Cox:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book Communism and the Remorse of an Innocent Victimizer



(Eugenia & Hugh M. Stewart '26 Series on Eastern Europe) was filled about science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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