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An Exploration of the Human Experience in One of the Civil War’s Most Important and Devastating Battles

The Union assault on the critical Confederate stronghold of Fredericksburg, Virginia, along the
Rappahannock River in December 1862 was one of the most significant and storied battles of the Civil War.
It was fought in order to secure confidence in the North for Lincoln’s administration after 18 months of
Confederate victories, Union setbacks, and directionless Northern leadership. The result was a complete and
stunning Confederate victory and one of the bloodiest losses for the Union Army. Federal General Ambrose
E. Burnside and his Army of the Potomac planned to overrun Fredericksburg and move on to Richmond, the
Confederate capital. The opposing general, Robert E. Lee, and his Army of Northern Virginia prepared
Fredericksburg’s defense. Thousands of Union troops were able to successfully cross the Rappahannock
River despite withering small arms fire and proceeded to brutally sack the city, terrorizing its remaining
civilian inhabitants while the Confederates fell back to a line of heights to the west. Burnside soon ordered
his generals to attack with the intention of flanking the Confederate defenders. Unable to dislodge or go
around the enemy, Burnside was forced to withdraw without a victory after suffering appalling casualties.

In The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862, historian and professional psychologist Duane Schultz uses this
key moment in Civil War history to address how soldiers and civilians react to the stress of war. Rather than
a traditional military history—and there are a number of excellent accounts of troop movements and strategy
at Fredericksburg—The Fate of War explores the human element in battle; the motivations, passions, and
emotions of the people who fought on both sides. Using letters, diaries, and memoirs, including those of
Clara Barton and Walt Whitman, Schultz reveals what individuals can force themselves to do in the name of
duty, patriotism, and dedication to a cause, or the ultimate fear of letting down their friends. Schultz’s
account, grounded in careful research, is a record of the triumph and failure, courage and cowardice,
compassion and cruelty of the people—the ordinary and high-ranking, soldier and civilian, men and
women—who came together one terrible day.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Padilla:

The book The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862 make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to
make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Fate of War:
Fredericksburg, 1862 to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open and read a guide The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Sang O\'Connor:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Fate of War: Fredericksburg,
1862 to read.

Oliver Lyle:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Fate of War: Fredericksburg,
1862 book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David Saenz:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862 can
give you a lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have matter that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Fate of War: Fredericksburg, 1862.
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