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Transforming Scriptures is the first sustained treatment of African American women writers’ intellectual,
even theological, engagements with the book Northrop Frye referred to as the “great code” of Western
civilization. Katherine Clay Bassard looks at poetry, novels, speeches, sermons, and prayers by Maria W.
Stewart, Frances Harper, Hannah Crafts, Harriet E. Wilson, Harriet Jacobs, Zora Neale Hurston, Toni
Morrison, and Sherley Anne Williams and discusses how such texts respond as a collective “literary witness”
to the use of the Bible for purposes of social domination. Black women’s historic encounters with the Bible
were, indeed, transformational; in the process of “turning cursing into blessing” these women were both
shaped and reshaped by the scriptures they appropriated for their own self-representation.

Two important biblical figures emerge as key tropes around which women fashioned a counternarrative to
the dominant culture’s “curse” on black female identity: the “talking mule” from Numbers 22 and the “black
but comely” Shulamite of Song of Songs, the Queen of Sheba. Transforming Scriptures analyzes these tropes
within a range of contexts, from biblical justifications of slavery and the second-class status of women to
hermeneutical and post-structural critiques of the Bible. African American women’s appropriations of
scripture occur within a continuum of African American Bible-reading practices and religious or ideological
commitments, argues Bassard. There is thus no single “black women’s hermeneutic”; rather, theories of
African American women and the Bible must account for historical and social change and difference.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Transforming
Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Stephanie Knowles:

The book Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible? Some of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the
Bible has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

John Pasko:

Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible yet doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
among it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Corey Watts:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named of book
Transforming Scriptures: African American Women Writers and the Bible. You can add your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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