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We live in a material world—our homes are filled with things, from electronics to curios and hand-me-
downs, that disclose as much about us and our aspirations as they do about current trends. But we are not the
first: the early modern period was a time of expanding consumption, when objects began to play an
important role in defining gender as well as social status. Gusto for Things reconstructs the material lives of
seventeenth-century Romans, exploring new ways of thinking about the meaning of things as a historical
phenomenon.

 

Through creative use of account books, inventories, wills, and other records, Renata Ago examines early
modern attitudes toward possessions, asking what people did with their things, why they wrote about them,
and how they passed objects on to their heirs. While some inhabitants of Rome were connoisseurs of the
paintings, books, and curiosities that made the city famous, Ago shows that men and women of lesser means
also filled their homes with a more modest array of goods. She also discovers the genealogies of certain
categories of things—for instance, books went from being classed as luxury goods to a category all their
own—and considers what that reveals about the early modern era. An animated investigation into the
relationship between people and the things they buy, Gusto for Things paints an illuminating portrait of the
meaning of objects in preindustrial Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Aldridge:

Here thing why this kind of Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in
Seventeenth-Century Rome giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no publication that similar with Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-
Century Rome. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the published book maybe the form of Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome
in e-book can be your alternative.

Robert Heck:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome
book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange
for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer
to you. The writer regarding Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome content
conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Gusto for Things: A History
of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Karolyn Kaufman:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Mae Bushee:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Gusto for Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Gusto for



Things: A History of Objects in Seventeenth-Century Rome. You can more appealing than now.
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