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During the 1980's, many Americans participated directly and indirectly in the drama and tragedy of major
catastrophes, from volcanic eruptions to air crashes, closing the decade with the devastating Exxon Valdez
oil spill, Hurricane Hugo, and the San Francisco earthquake. The objective of this volume is to examine how
we have addressed some of the major hazards and, to the extent possible, assess the effectiveness of these
efforts. This volume inventories and evaluates the major programs and policies designed to deal with the
most common and destructive natural and man-made disasters, dividing them into four categories:
mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery. Disaster-types included in the handbook are earthquakes,
volcanoes, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, fires, droughts, hazardous materials accidents, nuclear facility
accidents, structural failures, and transportation accidents. Following the analyses of specific disaster-types,
the book considers the utility of all-hazard programs, such as the Federal Emergency Management Agency's
Integrated Emergency Management System and documents the status of present emergency management
efforts in the United States. A list of emergency management organizations is also included.

Each disaster-type is evaluated in terms of the frequency of occurrence, potential for property loss and
human casualties, predictability of events, and the history of such disasters in the United States. In addition
to analyzing the disasters themselves, the book outlines the development of emergency management efforts
by federal, state, and local governments; the major problems in designing policy to respond to the specific
risks and hazards, as well as some of the major policy alternatives. The analyses address questions of issue
salience, levels of program funding, and technical problems. Due to the wide variety of responses at the state
and local levels, the primary focus is on federal emergency management program. This book will serve
students, officials, and academic researchers by providing an overview of the major emergency management
program areas. The addition of graphs, tables, and maps will assist nonspecialists in understanding the nature
of the disasters and risks being discussed.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Handbook of Emergency Management: Programs and
Policies Dealing with Major Hazards and Disasters. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book Handbook of Emergency Management:
Programs and Policies Dealing with Major Hazards and Disasters. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Ken Martin:

The actual book Handbook of Emergency Management: Programs and Policies Dealing with Major Hazards
and Disasters will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The
book Handbook of Emergency Management: Programs and Policies Dealing with Major Hazards and
Disasters is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Carol Benally:

This Handbook of Emergency Management: Programs and Policies Dealing with Major Hazards and
Disasters is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Handbook of Emergency
Management: Programs and Policies Dealing with Major Hazards and Disasters in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten
or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Cheryl Crockett:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Handbook of Emergency Management:
Programs and Policies Dealing with Major Hazards and Disasters can give you a lot of close friends because
by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that



probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals.
So , why hesitate? Let me have Handbook of Emergency Management: Programs and Policies Dealing with
Major Hazards and Disasters.
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