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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,0, University of Tubingen (Englisches Seminar), course: Oberseminar: King Arthur's Death, language:
English, abstract: The concept of Fortuna and her wheel, or to be more general of fate and fortune itself in
ancient and medieval literary and philosophical culture has been the topic of numerous investigations
stretching over cultural and temporal boundaries. Beginning with the Roman and early medieval tradition
culminating in Boethius De Consolatione Philosophiae scholars have tried to apply the concept of Fortuna to
nearly every literary production from Cicero up to Shakespeare’s Renaissance conception of medieval
tragedy and Fortune’s influence upon it. On the other hand, Arthurian literature as a literary product has not
only influenced the evolution of the European literary canon, but has itself been struck by several literary and
philosophical concepts. For Arthurian matters this fusion of traditions becomes most obvious in the
anonymously composed Alliterative Morte Arthure; here, both the Boethian and the medieval tradition of
Lady Fortune as the mistress of human fate and the hence resulting beginnings of early medieval tragedy
come to the surface. As a concept not only closely linked to the wheel of Fortune but also to Arthurian
literature per se the topos of the Nine Worthies, introduced for the first time by the fourteenth-century writer
Jaques de Languyon in his Veux du Paon, also has to be taken into consideration. The Nine Worthies as a
representation of Fortune’s grace and disposal with King Arthur being mentioned in the Alliterative Morte
Arthure as one of the greatest amongst them, the fusion of all the concepts mentioned in the above has
reached its zenith.
In the following, this paper will try to elaborate on the literary and philosophical concepts mentioned above,
with a particular interest in the tradition of Fortuna and her appearance in the Alliterative Morte Arthure.
Beginning with the commencements of the topos in late Roman and early medieval literature, I will try to
exemplify the development of the concept with reference to Boethius’ De Consolatione Philospohiae and the
Italo-English understanding and deployment of the de casibus tragedies, and answer the question of whether
or not the AMA can be added to this genre. In doing so, the relation of the Alliterative Morte Arthure to the
progress of the medieval tragic concept will be highlighted.
Finally, the Alliterative Morte Arthure will serve as the textual basis when both, the concept of Fortune and
the Nine Worthies, as well as their amalgamation will be examined.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Smith:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the "That monster, Fortune!": The
concept of the goddess and her function in medieval literature with an emphasis on the Alliterative Morte
Arthure is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Michael Auten:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be learn. "That monster, Fortune!": The concept of the goddess and her function in
medieval literature with an emphasis on the Alliterative Morte Arthure can be your answer given it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.

James Esparza:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like "That monster, Fortune!": The
concept of the goddess and her function in medieval literature with an emphasis on the Alliterative Morte
Arthure which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Marvin Davidson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide "That monster, Fortune!": The concept of the goddess and her function in
medieval literature with an emphasis on the Alliterative Morte Arthure was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read
a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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