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The Crusades were penitential war-pilgrimages fought in the Levant and the eastern Mediterranean, as well
as in North Africa, Spain, Portugal, Poland, the Baltic region, Hungary, the Balkans, and Western Europe.
Beginning in the eleventh century and ending as late as the eighteenth, these holy wars were waged against
Muslims and other enemies of the Church, enlisting generations of laymen and laywomen to fight for the
sake of Christendom.

Crusading features prominently in today's religio-political hostilities, yet the perceptions of these wars held
by Arab nationalists, pan-Islamists, and many in the West have been deeply distorted by the language and
imagery of nineteenth-century European imperialism. With this book, Jonathan Riley-Smith returns to the
actual story of the Crusades, explaining why and where they were fought and how deeply their narratives and
symbolism became embedded in popular Catholic thought and devotional life.

From this history, Riley-Smith traces the legacy of the Crusades into modern times, specifically within the
attitudes of European imperialists and colonialists and within the beliefs of twentieth-century Muslims.
Europeans fashioned an interpretation of the Crusades from the writings of Walter Scott and a French
contemporary, Joseph-François Michaud. Scott portrayed Islamic societies as forward-thinking, while
casting Christian crusaders as culturally backward and often morally corrupt. Michaud, in contrast, glorified
crusading, and his followers used its imagery to illuminate imperial adventures.

These depictions have had a profound influence on contemporary Western opinion, as well as on Muslim
attitudes toward their past and present. Whether regarded as a valid expression of Christianity's divine
enterprise or condemned as a weapon of empire, crusading has been a powerful rhetorical tool for centuries.
In order to understand the preoccupations of Islamist jihadis and the character of Western discourse on the
Middle East, Riley-Smith argues, we must understand how images of crusading were formed in the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Thad Whitehead:

This The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This particular The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) without
we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become
worry The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) can bring whenever you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell
phone. This The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) having fine arrangement
in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Donald Sams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Crusades, Christianity, and
Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Anthony Alfaro:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. The Crusades, Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) can be your
answer because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Deanna Thompson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Crusades,
Christianity, and Islam (Bampton Lectures in America) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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