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Rising to a triumphant height of 630 feet, the Gateway Arch in St. Louis is a revered monument to America’s
western expansion. Envisioned in 1947 but not completed until the mid-1960s, the arch today attracts
millions of tourists annually and is one of the world’s most widely recognized structures. By weaving
together social, political, and cultural history, historian Tracy Campbell uncovers the complicated and
troubling history of the beloved structure. This compelling book explores how a medley of players with
widely divergent motivations (civic pride, ambition, greed, among others) brought the Gateway Arch to
fruition, but at a price the city continues to pay.
 
Campbell dispels long-held myths and casts a provocative new light on the true origins and meaning of the
Gateway Arch. He shows that the monument was the scheme of shrewd city leaders who sought to renew
downtown St. Louis and were willing to steal an election, destroy historic buildings, and drive out local
people and businesses to achieve their goal. Campbell also tells the human story of the architect Eero
Saarinen, whose prize-winning design brought him acclaim but also charges of plagiarism, and who never
lived to see the completion of his vision. As a national symbol, the Gateway Arch has a singular place in
American culture, Campbell concludes, yet it also stands as an instructive example of failed urban planning.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book The Gateway Arch (Icons of America) was making
you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages
for you. The book The Gateway Arch (Icons of America) is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Gateway Arch (Icons of America). You never
experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Carolyn Brown:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Gateway Arch (Icons
of America) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Sam Dickson:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This The Gateway Arch (Icons of America) is
simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Robert Journey:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Gateway Arch (Icons of America) can
give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Gateway Arch (Icons of
America).
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