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THE Second Punic War has rightly been regarded by ancient and modern writers alike as the greatest in the
history of Rome. The deep insight of Polybius, who lived to see Rome undisputed mistress of the
Mediterranean, has noted and recorded how the issue of the struggle inaugurated a new era in Europe. A
unity of ancient history begins, with Rome as the focus, which ends only when the Roman Empire split into
two halves. The military history of the war down to Cannae and the outstanding personality of Hannibal are
illuminated by the concise and orderly account of the Greek historian and by the literary skill of Livy.
 
It is true that Livy’s patriotic bias, moral purpose and rhetorical color, added to a lack of any real
understanding of how wars are waged and battles fought, are immediately perceptible where the crystal
stream of Polybius can be used for comparison. Consequently, when Polybius is lacking and Livy becomes
almost the only source, extreme caution is needed if we would endeavor to reproduce a narrative of what
happened rather than a mirror of the garbled Roman tradition. But Polybius and Livy alike reflect the
grandeur of the theme which so captured the imagination of the Romans that even under the Empire “Should
Hannibal have crossed the Alps?” or “Should Hannibal have marched on Rome after Cannae?” were debated
by boys in the schools and by mature rhetoricians. And lastly, apart from the intrinsic military interest of the
battles and sieges, apart from the dramatic vividness of the personalities of Hannibal and Scipio Africanus,
the war reveals the Roman character and the Roman constitution tested in the supreme ordeal by fire.
 
Though the course of the war testifies to the high qualities of the Romans, its causes and occasions are part
of a different picture. The differences extend to the sources: even Polybius was dominated by the Roman
literature of justification, and at Carthage a défaitiste government towards the close of the war sought not so
much to justify the action of Carthage as to shift the responsibility wholly on to the broad shoulders of
Hannibal. It is, therefore, no wonder that the meager and distorted tradition or confusion of traditions about
the antecedents of the war has left historians in perplexity about both the events and their true interpretation.
The general course of Roman policy in the two decades that followed the close of the First Punic War has
been described elsewhere. It remains to examine more closely the causes of the war, and the manner in
which it came about…
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From reader reviews:

Brenda Schweiger:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to anyone is
you don't know which you should start with. This The Roman Wars 218-133 BC is our recommendation so
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Patricia Lopez:

The reserve untitled The Roman Wars 218-133 BC is the publication that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book,
hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of
The Roman Wars 218-133 BC from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Violet Iverson:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as
of book The Roman Wars 218-133 BC. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Randy Jones:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book The Roman Wars 218-133 BC to make your current
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside
that the e-book The Roman Wars 218-133 BC can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.

Download and Read Online The Roman Wars 218-133 BC B.L.
Hallward, Maurice Holleaux #185FT9MESYD



Read The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice
Holleaux for online ebook

The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice Holleaux Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books
to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read
books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to
read The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice Holleaux books to read online.

Online The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice Holleaux ebook PDF
download

The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice Holleaux Doc

The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice Holleaux Mobipocket

The Roman Wars 218-133 BC by B.L. Hallward, Maurice Holleaux EPub


