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In his new book, the eminent anthropologist Wyatt MacGaffey provides an ethnographically enriched history
of Dagbon from the fifteenth century to the present, setting that history in the context of the regional
resources and political culture of northern Ghana. Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers shows how the history
commonly assumed by scholars has been shaped by the prejudices of colonial anthropology, the needs of
British indirect rule, and local political agency. The book demonstrates, too, how political agency has shaped
the kinship system. MacGaffey traces the evolution of chieftaincy as the sources of power changed and as
land ceased to be simply the living space of the dependents of a chief and became a commodity and a
resource for development. The internal violence in Dagbon that has been a topic of national and international
concern since 2002 is shown to be a product of the interwoven values of tradition, modern Ghanaian politics,
modern education, and economic opportunism.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Green:

The book untitled Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern
Ghana contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
published by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this
book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice learn.

Jennie Groth:

Beside this Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana in
your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land
Ownership in Northern Ghana because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from right now!

Edward White:

This Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana is fresh
way for you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading
this Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
build itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People
who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there
isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you
actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Kenneth Connolly:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Different



categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Chiefs, Priests, and Praise-
Singers: History, Politics, and Land Ownership in Northern Ghana.
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