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A definitive, incisive and no-holds-barred account of the life and times of one of India’s most charismatic
and prominent leaders who has left a distinctive stamp on history
For almost two decades, Indira Gandhi stood out the world’s most powerful woman. In India, there is hardly
a neutral opinion about her. She is either adored or abused.

Inder Malhotra’s biography explores objectively this highly complex and very private person – right from
her childhood to her last days – who lived under constant public gaze and learnt to adjust her demanour to
the occasion, rigorously concealing her true self and real feelings.

This comprehensive work recounts her unusual and unhappy ‘love marriage’ to Feroze Gandhi and examines
the ambivalent influence of her father, Jawaharlal Nehru, on her career. It also focuses on her relationship
with her sons: Sanjay, her chosen heir, and his elder brother Rajiv, who, ironically, succeeded her as the
prime minister of India.

The author traces Indira Gandhi’s own evolution from a ‘dumb doll’ to the ‘empress of India’ and her
downfall, the seeds of which were sown when she imposed the Emergency on 25 June 1975. This phase
marked a dark period in the post-independence era. Her party (the Congress) lost the March 1997 general
election and she was out of power for nearly three years. The author also describes the later revival in her
fortunes, when she returned as prime minister in January 1980. During her second term, she had to order the
Indian Army to enter the Golden Temple in Amritsar (the holiest shrine of the Sikhs) to flush out the
militants hiding there. This move led to her being assassinated by her own Sikh bodyguards on 31 October
1984.

In the revised and updated edition, Inder Malhotra throws light on the impact that Indira Gandhi had (and
continues to have) on Indian politics after her death when her mantle fell on members of her family,
including Rajiv Gandhi first and Sonia Gandhi later.

This is not only a compulsive and gripping narrative about a remarkable personality but also a fascinating
study of India after independence.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Borrelli:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Indira Gandhi: A Personal and Political
Biography will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun.
Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Patricia Stewart:

The feeling that you get from Indira Gandhi: A Personal and Political Biography could be the more deep you
rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to know but Indira Gandhi: A Personal and Political Biography giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone
who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Indira Gandhi: A Personal and Political
Biography instantly.

Shannon Thompson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Indira Gandhi: A Personal and Political Biography as your daily
resource information.

Paul Mendosa:

This book untitled Indira Gandhi: A Personal and Political Biography to be one of several books that best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.
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