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This book is one of the first comprehensive studies of Islam as locally understood in the Middle East.
Specifically, it is concerned with the prevalent North African belief that certain men, called marabouts, have
a special relation to God that enables them to serve as intermediaries and to influence the well-being of their
clients and kin. Dale F. Eickelman examines the Moroccan pilgrimage center of Boujad and unpublished
Moroccan and French archival materials related to it to show how popular Islam has been modified by its
adherents to accommodate new social and economic realities. In the course of his analysis he demonstrates
the necessary interrelationship between social history and the anthropological study of symbolism.

Eickelman begins with an outline of the early development of Islam in Morocco, emphasizing the
"maraboutic crisis" of the fourteenth through sixteenth centuries. He also examines the history and social
characteristics of the Sherqawi religious lodge, on which the study focuses, in preprotectorate Morocco. In
the central portion of the book, he analyzes the economic activities and social institutions of Boujad and its
rural hinterland, as well as some basic assumptions the townspeople and tribesmen make about the social
order. Finally, there is an intensive discussion of maraboutism as a phenomenon and the changing local
character of Islam in Morocco.

In focusing on the "folk" level of Islam, rather than on "high culture" tradition, the author has made possible
a more general interpretation of Moroccan society that is in contrast with earlier accounts that postulated a
marked discontinuity between tribe and town, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Cale:

The book Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback))
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make studying a book Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern
Middle East (Paperback)) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a e-
book Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback)).
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this guide?

Ira Knudsen:

The reserve with title Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read
this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone,
so you can read that anywhere you want.

Sandra Alexander:

Typically the book Moroccan Islam: Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This
particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Robert Olsen:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Moroccan Islam: Tradition and
Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) to make your own reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is
to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Moroccan Islam:
Tradition and Society in a Pilgrimage Center (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) can to be your brand-new
friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of this time.
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