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Benedict de Spinoza's writings laid the groundwork for the 18th century Enlightenment and for modern
Biblical criticism. By virtue of his magnum opus, the Ethics, Spinoza is considered one of Western
philosophy's definitive ethicists.

Men would never be superstitious, if they could govern all their circumstances by set rules, or if they were
always favoured by fortune: but being frequently driven into straits where rules are useless, and being often
kept fluctuating pitiably between hope and fear by the uncertainty of fortune's greedily coveted favours, they
are consequently, for the most part, very prone to credulity. The human mind is readily swayed this way or
that in times of doubt, especially when hope and fear are struggling for the mastery, though usually it is
boastful, over-confident, and vain.

After experience had taught me that all the usual surroundings of social life are vain and futile; seeing that
none of the objects of my fears contained in themselves anything either good or bad, except in so far as the
mind is affected by them, I finally resolved to inquire whether there might be some real good having power
to communicate itself, which would affect the mind singly, to the exclusion of all else: whether, in fact, there
might be anything of which the discovery and attainment would enable me to enjoy continuous, supreme,
and unending happiness.

Spinoza was one of the great rationalists of 17th century philosophy. He helped lay the groundwork for the
18th century Enlightenment and modern biblical criticism. His correspondence helps shed light on his ethical
opinions and positions. Required reading for those who wish a deeper understanding of the writings of
Benedict de Spinoza.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer McMorris:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual?
If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question due
to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this The Benedict de Spinoza Reader to read.

Lori Hunt:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Benedict de Spinoza Reader as your daily
resource information.

Roberta Haile:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title The Benedict de
Spinoza Reader suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
particular book untitled The Benedict de Spinoza Readeris a single of several books that everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Sheri Combs:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
The Benedict de Spinoza Reader we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being
creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't
become doubt to change your life by this book The Benedict de Spinoza Reader. You can more inviting than
now.
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