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In this revisionist study of texts from the mid-Heian period in Japan, H. Richard Okada offers new readings
of three well-known tales: The Tale of the Bamboo-cutter, The Tale of Ise, and The Tale of Genji. Okada
contends that the cultural and gendered significance of these works has been distorted by previous
commentaries and translations belonging to the larger patriarchal and colonialist discourse of Western
civilization. He goes on to suggest that this universalist discourse, which silences the feminine aspects of
these texts and subsumes their writing in misapplied Western canonical literary terms, is sanctioned and
maintained by the discipline of Japanese literature.
Okada develops a highly original and sophisticated reading strategy that demonstrates how readers might
understand texts belonging to a different time and place without being complicit in their assimilation to
categories derived from Western literary traditions. The author’s reading stratgey is based on the texts’ own
resistance to modes of analysis that employ such Western canonical terms as novel, lyric, and third-person
narrative. Emphasis is also given to the distinctive cultural circles, as well as socio-political and genealogical
circumstances that surrounded the emergence of the texts.
Indispensable readings for specialists in literature, cultural studies, and Japanese literature and history,
Figures of Resistance will also appeal to general readers interested in the problems and complexities of
studying another culture.
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From reader reviews:

Bert Gomes:

The event that you get from Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji
and Other Mid-Heian Texts (Post-Contemporary Interventions) will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji
and Other Mid-Heian Texts (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving you joy feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author
of this guide is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you
for having that Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji and Other
Mid-Heian Texts (Post-Contemporary Interventions) instantly.

Steven Deloatch:

Exactly why? Because this Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji
and Other Mid-Heian Texts (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you
a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Joseph Barnett:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji and Other Mid-Heian Texts
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get prior to. The Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji and
Other Mid-Heian Texts (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?



Jennifer Valdovinos:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be read. Figures of Resistance: Language, Poetry, and Narrating in The Tale of the Genji and
Other Mid-Heian Texts (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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