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“Imperatives of Culture is a landmark in bringing important Korean texts from the colonial period into the
English-speaking world. Intellectuals and writers who were central to debates over Korean identity and
culture—which in the 1930s and 1940s the Japanese were trying to eradicate—illumine with insight and
often brilliance the dilemmas of an ancient nation captured by a curiously ‘late’ (or late-coming) twentieth-
century imperialism. These essays also cast their reflection down to the present, as divided Korea enters its
seventh decade. This book rewards multiple readings and will be most useful in the classroom.” —Bruce
Cumings, Chair, Department of History, University of Chicago

“Here, finally, for the first time in English we have in one volume the signature voices of many of Korea’s
pioneering modernists of the colonial era in their own words and in all their stunning diversity and
complexity. Together with the excellent introductions that accompany the original essays, these translations
are a gift to all seeking to understand Korea in the larger context of twentieth-century modernity.” —Carter
J. Eckert, Yoon Se Young Professor of Korean History, Department of East Asian Languages and
Civilizations, Harvard University

This volume contains translations—many appearing for the first time in the English language—of major
literary, critical, and historical essays from the colonial period (1910–1945) in Korea. Considered
representative of the debates among Korean and between Korean and Japanese intellectuals of the colonial
period, these texts shed light on relatively unexplored aspects of colonial intellectual life and take part in
current conversations around the nature of the colonial experience and its effects on post-liberation Korean
society and culture.

The essays, each preceded by a scholarly introduction giving necessary historical and biographical context,
represent a diverse spectrum of ideological positions and showcase the complexity of intellectual life and
scholarship in colonial Korea. They allow new perspectives on an important period in Korean history, a
period that continues to inform political, social, and cultural life in crucial ways across East Asia. The
translations also provide an important counterpoint to the imperial archive from the perspective of the
colonized and take part in the ongoing reevaluation of the colonial period and “colonial modernity” in both
Western and East Asian scholarship.

Imperatives of Culture is intended in part for the increasing number of undergraduate and graduate students
in Korean studies as well as for those engaged in the study of East Asia as a whole and a general, educated
audience with interests in modern Korea and East Asia. The essays have been carefully selected and
introduced in ways that open up avenues for comparison with analyses of colonial literature and history in
other national contexts.

Christopher P. Hanscom is an assistant professor in the Department of Asian Languages and Cultures at the
University of California, Los Angeles. Walter K. Lew is the author of Treadwinds: Poems and Intermedia
Texts and a study on the work of Theresa Hak Kyung Cha. Youngju Ryu is an assistant professor in the
Department of Asian Languages and Cultures at the University of Michigan.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Imperatives of Culture (Korean Classics Library: Historical
Materials), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Eileen Williams:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Imperatives of Culture (Korean
Classics Library: Historical Materials) reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Imperatives of Culture (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials) as good book not just by the cover but
also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Eunice Randle:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top checklist in
your reading list will be Imperatives of Culture (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials). This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Mildred McConkey:

You can obtain this Imperatives of Culture (Korean Classics Library: Historical Materials) by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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