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If art and science have one thing in common, it’s a hunger for the new—new ideas and innovations, new
ways of seeing and depicting the world. But that desire for novelty carries with it a fundamental
philosophical problem: If everything has to come from something, how can anything truly new emerge? Is
novelty even possible?

In Novelty, Michael North takes us on a dazzling tour of more than two millennia of thinking about the
problem of the new, from the puzzles of the pre-Socratics all the way up to the art world of the 1960s and
’70s. The terms of the debate, North shows, were established before Plato, and have changed very little
since: novelty, philosophers argued, could only arise from either recurrence or recombination. The former,
found in nature’s cycles of renewal, and the latter, seen most clearly in the workings of language, between
them have accounted for nearly all the ways in which novelty has been conceived in Western history, taking
in reformation, renaissance, invention, revolution, and even evolution. As he pursues this idea through
centuries and across disciplines, North exhibits astonishing range, drawing on figures as diverse as Charles
Darwin and Robert Smithson, Thomas Kuhn and Ezra Pound, Norbert Wiener and Andy Warhol, all of
whom offer different ways of grappling with the idea of originality.

Novelty, North demonstrates, remains a central problem of contemporary science and literature—an ever-
receding target that, in its complexity and evasiveness, continues to inspire and propel the modern. A heady,
ambitious intellectual feast, Novelty is rich with insight, a masterpiece of perceptive synthesis.
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From reader reviews:

Kyle Coffman:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called Novelty: A
History of the New? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Debbie Siegel:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Novelty: A History of the New, you
can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Tisha Betancourt:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Novelty: A History of the New
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Jere Araujo:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Novelty: A History of the New to make
your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that
the guide Novelty: A History of the New can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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