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Slavery was widespread throughout the Mediterranean lands where Christianity was born and developed.
Though Christians were both slaves and slaveholders, there has been surprisingly little study of what early
Christians thought about the realities of slavery. How did they reconcile slavery with the Gospel teachings of
brotherhood and charity? Slaves were considered the sexual property of their owners: what was the status
within the Church of enslaved women and young male slaves who were their owners' sexual playthings? Is
there any reason to believe that Christians shied away from the use of corporal punishments so common
among ancient slave owners?

Jennifer A. Glancy brings a multilayered approach to these and many other issues, offering a comprehensive
re-examination of the evidence pertaining to slavery in early Christianity. Drawing on a wide variety of
sources, Glancy situates early Christian slavery in its broader cultural setting. She argues that scholars have
consistently underestimated the pervasive impact of slavery on the institutional structures, ideologies, and
practices of the early churches and of individual Christians. The churches, she shows, grew to maturity with
the assumption that slaveholding was the norm, and welcomed both slaves and slaveholders as members.
Glancy draws attention to the importance of the body in the thought and practice of ancient slavery. To be a
slave was to be a body subject to coercion and violation, with no rights to corporeal integrity or privacy.
Even early Christians who held that true slavery was spiritual in nature relied, ultimately, on bodily
metaphors to express this. Slavery, Glancy demonstrates, was an essential feature of both the physical and
metaphysical worlds of early Christianity.

The first book devoted to the early Christian ideology and practice of slavery, this work sheds new light on
the world of the ancient Mediterranean and on the development of the early Church.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Siegel:

The book Slavery in Early Christianity can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Slavery in Early Christianity?
Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Slavery in Early Christianity has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Keith Barnett:

Here thing why this kind of Slavery in Early Christianity are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as
food or not. Slavery in Early Christianity giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any
e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Slavery in Early Christianity. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of
Slavery in Early Christianity in e-book can be your alternate.

Rose Ibarra:

Typically the book Slavery in Early Christianity will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very suitable to you. The book Slavery in Early Christianity is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Frankie Lampkins:

This Slavery in Early Christianity is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information since
it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who
still having small amount of digest in reading this Slavery in Early Christianity can be the light food for
yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So
, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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