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John David Rhodes places the city of Rome at the center of this original and in-depth examination of the
work of Italian director Pier Paolo Pasolini—but it’s not the classical Rome you imagine. Stupendous,
Miserable City situates Pasolini within the history of twentieth-century Roman urban development. The book
focuses first on the Fascist period, when populations were moved out of the urban center and into public
housing on the periphery of the city, called the borgate, and then turns to the progressive social housing
experiments of the 1950s. These environments were the settings of most of Pasolini’s films of the early to
mid-1960s.

 

Discussing films such as Accattone, Mamma Roma, and The Hawks and the Sparrows, Rhodes shows how
Pasolini used the borgate to critique Roman urban planning and neorealism and to draw attention to the
contemptuous treatment of Rome’s poor. To Pasolini, the borgate, rich in human incident, linguistic
difference, and squalor, “were life”—and now his passion can be appreciated fully for the first time.

 

Carefully tracing Pasolini’s surprising engagement with this part of Rome and looking beyond his films to
explore the interrelatedness of all of Pasolini’s artistic output in the 1950s and 1960s—including his poetry,
fiction, and journalism—Rhodes opens up completely new ways of understanding Pasolini’s work and
proves how connected Pasolini was to the political and social upheavals in Italy at the time.

 

John David Rhodes is lecturer in literature and visual culture at the University of Sussex.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome as your daily
resource information.

George Foulds:

This book untitled Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome to be one of several books that best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy
this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Mario Rice:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each and
every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome giving you an additional experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So
now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you
are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Eric Hodges:

Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Stupendous, Miserable City: Pasolini's Rome but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
considering.
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