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In 1964 a small group of African American men in Jonesboro, Louisiana, defied the nonviolence policy of
the mainstream civil rights movement and formed an armed self-defense organization--the Deacons for
Defense and Justice--to protect movement workers from vigilante and police violence. With their largest and
most famous chapter at the center of a bloody campaign in the Ku Klux Klan stronghold of Bogalusa,
Louisiana, the Deacons became a popular symbol of the growing frustration with Martin Luther King Jr.'s
nonviolent strategy and a rallying point for a militant working-class movement in the South.

Lance Hill offers the first detailed history of the Deacons for Defense and Justice, who grew to several
hundred members and twenty-one chapters in the Deep South and led some of the most successful local
campaigns in the civil rights movement. In his analysis of this important yet long-overlooked organization,
Hill challenges what he calls "the myth of nonviolence"--the idea that a united civil rights movement
achieved its goals through nonviolent direct action led by middle-class and religious leaders. In contrast, Hill
constructs a compelling historical narrative of a working-class armed self-defense movement that defied the
entrenched nonviolent leadership and played a crucial role in compelling the federal government to
neutralize the Klan and uphold civil rights and liberties.
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From reader reviews:

Virginia Boone:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights
Movement. Try to stumble through book The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights
Movement as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Lucille Grant:

The knowledge that you get from The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights
Movement will be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Deacons for Defense:
Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights Movement giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the idea because
the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights
Movement instantly.

Tony Valdez:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read will be The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights Movement.

Barry Bennett:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Deacons for Defense: Armed Resistance and the Civil Rights Movement when you needed it?
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