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This volume introduces the field of child language development studies, and presents hypotheses in an
accessible, largely non-technical language, aiming to demonstrate the relationship between these hypotheses
and interpretations of data. It makes the assumption that having a theory of language development is as
important as having reliable data about what children say and understand, and it advocates a combination of
both `rationalist' and more 'empiricist' traditions. In fact, the author overtly argues that different traditions
provide different pieces of the picture, and that taking any single approach is unlikely to lead to productive
understanding.

Susan Foster-Cohen explores a range of issues, including the nature of prelinguistic communication and its
possible relationship to linguistic development; early stages of language development and how they can be
viewed in the light of later developments; the nature and role of children's experience with the language(s)
around them; variations in language development due to both pathological and non-pathological differences
between children, and (in the latter case) between the languages they learn; later oral language development;
and literacy. The approach is distinctly psycholinguistic and linguistic rather than sociolinguistic, although
there is significant treatment of issues which intersect with more sociolinguistic concerns (e.g. literacy,
language play, and bilingualism). There are exercises and discussion questions throughout, designed to
reinforce the ideas being presented, as well as to offer the student the opportunity to think beyond the text to
ideas at the cutting edge of research.

The accessible presentation of key issues will appeal to the intended undergraduate readership, and will be of
interest to those taking courses in language development, linguistics, developmental psychology, educational
linguistics, and speech pathology. The book will also serve as a useful introduction to students wishing to
pursue post-graduate courses which deal with child language development.
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From reader reviews:

James Reed:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning
about Language). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important any book An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Diana Brunswick:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular An Introduction to Child Language
Development (Learning about Language) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Donna Wright:

Beside that An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from now!

Florence Ross:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book An Introduction to Child Language Development
(Learning about Language) was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
An Introduction to Child Language Development (Learning about Language) has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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