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In 1912, white land developers founded Idlewild, an African American resort community in western
Michigan. Over the following decades, the town became one of the country’s foremost vacation destinations
for the black middle class, during its peak drawing tens of thousands of visitors annually and hosting the
era’s premier entertainers, such as The Four Tops, Della Reese, Brook Benton, and George Kirby. With the
civil rights movement and the resulting expansion of recreation options available to African Americans,
Idlewild suffered a sharp social and economic decline, and by the early 1980s the town had become a
struggling retirement community in the midst of financial and political crises.

Meticulously researched and unearthing never-before-seen historical material, Ronald J. Stephens’s book
examines the rapid rise and decline of this pivotal landmark in African American and leisure history, in the
process exploring intersections among race, class, tourism, entertainment, and historic preservation in the
United States. Featuring a wealth of fieldwork on contemporary Idlewild, the book also takes a candid look
at recent revitalization efforts and analyzes the possibilities for a future resurgence of this national treasure.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

The book Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a good thing like a book Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American
Resort Town? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Idlewild: The Rise,
Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town has simple shape nevertheless, you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Michael Proctor:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is usually Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort
Town.

Carrie Wilson:

Beside that Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town in your
phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique
African American Resort Town because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have
book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Sally Kim:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique
African American Resort Town can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book
you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't



recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Idlewild: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of a Unique African American Resort Town.
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