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The mighty Hoover Dam, starting as a dream of land developers and farmers, became the most ambitious
civil engineering project of the Great Depression. This landmark in the middle of the Mojave Desert, holding
back the largest man-made lake in America, also became, like Mount Rushmore or the Empire State
Building, a visual and cultural icon. The power and meanings of this icon came not through a single image
but via myriad visual representations, in government propaganda, advertising, journalism, and art. Even
before it was built, these images were used to shape the public’s perception of the project and frame the dam
as the linchpin to an expanding American economic empire in the desert Southwest.

Anthony F. Arrigo has researched a wide array of primary sources and archival materials to trace the project
from its earliest representations in illustrations to the documentary photography of its construction and later
depictions of the structure in commercial promotions, fine art photography, and paintings. Analyzing Hoover
Dam through the trajectory of imagery across several decades, rather than the narrative of its construction,
illuminates the underlying cultural and ecological imperatives in the drive to build it, including the influence
of religious doctrine and the American agrarian movement. Arrigo also discusses various portrayals of
laborers, women, minority groups, nature, and technology in this imagery. In time, the visual icon of power
and domination was commercialized to sell cars, vacations, and more.

Imaging Hoover Dam is an important work in both visual rhetoric and cultural studies. It will also intrigue
readers interested in such varied topics as the history of the American Southwest, the Great Depression and
the New Deal, social and environmental issues, and American popular culture.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Jose:

The book Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a
book Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon to become your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible
to know everything if you like start and read a e-book Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

William Lyons:

This Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This particular Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon without we comprehend
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon can bring once you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon having good arrangement in word along with layout,
so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Linda Henderson:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something new? This Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Benjamin Torres:

You may get this Imaging Hoover Dam: The Making of a Cultural Icon by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways
for you.
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