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A gothic, literary adventure set in New England, Janice Clark's haunting debut chronicles one
hundred years of a once prosperous and now crumbling whaling family, told by its last surviving
member.

Mercy Rathbone, fifteen years old, is the diminutive scion of the Rathbone clan. Her father, the last in the
beleaguered dynasty, has been lost at sea for seven years - ever since the last whale was seen off the coast of
Naiwayonk, Connecticut. Mercy's memories of her father grow dimmer each day, and she spends most of her
time in the attic hideaway of her reclusive uncle Mordecai, who teaches her the secrets of Greek history and
nautical navigation through his collection of specimens and moldering books. But when a strange, violent
visitor turns up one night, Mercy and Mordecai are forced to flee the crumbling mansion and set sail on a
journey that will bring them deep into the haunted history of the Rathbone family, and the reasons for its
undoing.

As Mercy and Mordecai sail from island to island off the Connecticut coast, encountering dangers and
mysteries, friends and foes, they untangle the knots of the Rathbone story, discovering secrets long encased
in memory.  They learn the history of the family’s founder and patriarch, Moses Rathbone, and the legendary
empire he built of ships staffed with the sons of his many, many wives. Sons who stumbled in their father’s
shadow, distracted by the arrival of the Stark sisters, a trio of “golden” girls, whose mesmerizing beauty may
have sparked the Rathbone’s decline.

From the depths of the sea to the lonely heights of the widow’s walk; from the wisdom of the worn Rathbone
wives to the mysterious origins of a sinking island, Mercy and Mordecai’s journey will bring them to places
they never thought possible.  But will they piece together a possible future from the mistakes of the past, or
is the once great  family’s fate doomed to match that of the whales themselves?

Inspired by The Odyssey by way of Edgar Allan Poe and Moby Dick, The Rathbones is an ambitious, mythic,
and courageous tour de force that marks the debut of a dazzling new literary voice.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Garcia:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Rathbones. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book The Rathbones. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Stephanie Knowles:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Rathbones is kind of reserve
which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Roger Sowa:

The publication with title The Rathbones includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot
of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Nicholas Poston:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Rathbones, you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.
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