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Representation of the poor has never been the top priority for civil rights organizations, which exist to
eradicate racially prejudiced and discriminatory practices and policy. Scholars have argued that the activities
and ideologies of civil rights groups have functioned with a distinct middle-class bias since well before the
1960s civil rights movement. Additionally, all political organizations face disincentives to represent the
poor—such advocacy is expensive and politically unpopular, and often involves trade-offs with other issues
that are more central to organizations' missions.

In Civil Rights Advocacy on Behalf of the Poor, Catherine M. Paden examines five civil rights organizations
and explores why they chose to represent the poor—specifically low-income African Americans—during six
legislative periods considering welfare reform. Paden's archival research into groups such as NAACP, the
Congress of Racial Equality, and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and her extensive
interviews with movement leaders and activists reveal that national organizations advocate on behalf of the
poor when they have incentives to do so. Organizational decisions to represent the poor are sometimes
strategic, sometimes based on an ideological commitment, and sometimes both. However, Paden points out
that decisions are never purely ideological—groups are always aware of strategy and of their positions within
their issue niche when they fix their priorities.

Civil Rights Advocacy on Behalf of the Poor also points to the critical role that radical organizations play in
increasing representation in the U.S. political system. Paden maintains that radical groups matter not because
their representation affects long-term policy change or is particularly effective in representing the interest of
marginal groups. Rather, she argues, it is because they compete with more mainstream or conservative
organizations for their constituencies.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Vu:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Civil
Rights Advocacy on Behalf of the Poor (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law)? Maybe it
is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Carlos Lauzon:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at
this point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Civil Rights Advocacy on
Behalf of the Poor (American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) book as basic and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Kerry Giles:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already been
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Civil Rights Advocacy on Behalf of the Poor (American
Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right,
you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Scott Fisher:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Civil Rights Advocacy on Behalf of the Poor
(American Governance: Politics, Policy, and Public Law) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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