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Americans tend to see negative campaign ads as just that: negative. Pundits, journalists, voters, and scholars
frequently complain that such ads undermine elections and even democratic government itself. But John G.
Geer here takes the opposite stance, arguing that when political candidates attack each other, raising doubts
about each other’s views and qualifications, voters—and the democratic process—benefit. 

In Defense of Negativity, Geer’s study of negative advertising in presidential campaigns from 1960 to 2004,
asserts that the proliferating attack ads are far more likely than positive ads to focus on salient political
issues, rather than politicians’ personal characteristics. Accordingly, the ads enrich the democratic process,
providing voters with relevant and substantial information before they head to the polls.

An important and timely contribution to American political discourse, In Defense of Negativity concludes
that if we want campaigns to grapple with relevant issues and address real problems, negative ads just might
be the solution.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called In Defense of
Negativity: Attack Ads in Presidential Campaigns (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion)?
Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Hazel Polk:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled In Defense of Negativity: Attack
Ads in Presidential Campaigns (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Charles Jones:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be In Defense of Negativity: Attack Ads in Presidential
Campaigns (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public Opinion) why because the amazing cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this
book.

Richard Eby:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to you is In
Defense of Negativity: Attack Ads in Presidential Campaigns (Studies in Communication, Media, and Public
Opinion) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book
was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to



understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of
you.
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