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The rise of merchant capital in Mecca conditioned the development of Meccan social, economic, religious,
and political structure. Mahmood Ibrahim traces the roots of capitalism from the emergence of merchants as
the main force in Mecca through the first civil war in Islam (656–661). Through a rereading of original
Arabic sources and drawing from modern scholarship on the subject, Ibrahim offers a new interpretation of
the rise of Islam.

He argues that Islam contributed certain institutional beliefs and practices that unblocked obstacles and
helped merchants gain political and economic hegemony over western Asia. Ibrahim contends that, with the
conquest of Mecca, the newly formed Muslim state spread its control to the rest of Arabia, which mobilized
a significant social force and allowed for further expansion outside Arabia, thus extending merchant control
to include new surplus-producing regions, a vast network of trade routes, and wider markets.

This extensively researched study offers a new interpretation of the history of Islam, including the formation
of Islamic society and the unfolding of the first civil war. In offering a better understanding of the Umayyad
Caliphate that ruled Islam for a century to come, Ibrahim helps lay the groundwork for understanding the
Middle East as it is today.

Of interest to scholars of Middle Eastern studies, this important work will be necessary reading for students
of Near Eastern and North African history, as well as students of the history of Medieval Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Rogers:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Merchant Capital and Islam book is readable by means of you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Merchant
Capital and Islam content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Merchant
Capital and Islam is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Scott Halpin:

The event that you get from Merchant Capital and Islam could be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Merchant Capital and Islam giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this
e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this specific Merchant Capital and Islam instantly.

Jessie Nathan:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Merchant Capital and
Islam suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Merchant Capital and Islamis one of several books which everyone read now. That book was
inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know
the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you
to see the represented of the world within this book.

Catherine Hershey:

The guide untitled Merchant Capital and Islam is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You
can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Merchant Capital and Islam from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.
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