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In this cutting-edge work, Rosetta R. Haynes explores the spiritual autobiographies of five nineteenth-
century female African American itinerant preachers to discover the ways in which they drew upon religion
and the material conditions of their lives to fashion powerful personas that enabled them to pursue their
missions as divinely appointed religious leaders. Haynes examines the lives and narratives of Jarena Lee
(1783- ?), Zilpha Elaw (c. 1790- ?), Julia Foote (1823-1900), Amanda Berry Smith (1837-1915), and
Rebecca Cox Jackson (1795-1871) through an innovative conceptual framework Haynes terms “radical
spiritual motherhood”—an empowering identity deriving from the experience of “sanctification,” a kind of
spiritual perfection following conversion. Drawing upon conventional nineteenth-century standards for
motherhood, radical spiritual motherhood also challenges traditional standards: These were women whose
religious missions authorized them to preach in public, to assume an activist role, and to declare sexual
autonomy through celibacy. They redefined their relationships to the powers that be by becoming
instruments of God in a kind of protofeminist gesture. Haynes uses historical methods, feminist literary
theory, and liberation theology to investigate the ways these women, as reflected especially in their
autobiographies, employed the idea of motherhood to fashion strong, authentic identities as women called to
preach the gospel. Though radical spiritual motherhood is an identity specifically adopted by free black
women, the lives and texts of these itinerant preachers retain close ties to those of enslaved black women
through the negative cultural stereotypes assigned to both groups. To illustrate this connection, Haynes
analyzes the writings of the preachers within the context of the narratives of former slaves Harriet Jacobs,
Mary Prince, and Sojourner Truth.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Radical Spiritual
Motherhood book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Roxie Lloyd:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Radical
Spiritual Motherhood suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual
book untitled Radical Spiritual Motherhoodis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Mary Perry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this Radical Spiritual Motherhood.

Eun Christensen:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Radical Spiritual Motherhood.
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