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Franco Albini’s works of architecture and design, produced between 1930 and 1977, have enjoyed a recent
revival but to date have received only sporadic scholarly attention from historians and critics of the Modern
Movement. A chorus of Italian voices has sung his praises, none more eloquently than his protégé, Renzo
Piano. Kay Bea Jones’ illuminating study of selected works by Studio Albini will reintroduce his
contributions to one of the most productive periods in Italian design.

Albini emerged from the ideology of Rationalism to produce some of Italy’s most coherent and poetic
examples of modern design. He collaborated for over 25 years with Franca Helg and at a time when
professional male-female partnerships were virtually unknown. His museums and installation motifs changed
the way Italians displayed historic artifacts. He composed novel suspension structures for dwellings, shops,
galleries and his signature INA pavilions where levity and gravity became symbolic devices for connoting
his subjects. Albini clarified the vital role of tradition in modern architecture as he experimented with
domestic space. His cohort defied CIAM ideologies to re-socialize postwar housing and speculate on ways of
reviving Italian cities. He explored new fabrication technologies, from the scale of furniture to wide-span
steel structures, yet he never abandoned the rigors of craft and detail in favor of mass-production.

Suspending Modernity follows the evolution of Albini’s most important buildings and projects, even as they
reveal his apprehensive attitudes about the modern condition. Jones argues here that Albini’s masterful use
of materials and architectural expression mark an epic paradigm shift in the modern period.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

This Suspending Modernity: The Architecture of Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Suspending Modernity: The Architecture of
Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Suspending Modernity: The Architecture of
Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Suspending
Modernity: The Architecture of Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) having good arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

David Burch:

The reason why? Because this Suspending Modernity: The Architecture of Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies
in Architecture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other
book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone
having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Carmen Helton:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Suspending Modernity: The Architecture of Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Faye Pearson:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Suspending Modernity: The Architecture



of Franco Albini (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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