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In this compulsively readable, fascinating, and provocative guide to classical music, Norman Lebrecht, one
of the world’s most widely read cultural commentators tells the story of the rise of the classical recording
industry from Caruso’s first notes to the heyday of Bernstein, Glenn Gould, Callas, and von Karajan.

Lebrecht compellingly demonstrates that classical recording has reached its end point–but this is not simply
an expos? of decline and fall. It is, for the first time, the full story of a minor art form, analyzing the cultural
revolution wrought by Schnabel, Toscanini, Callas, Rattle, the Three Tenors, and Charlotte Church. It is the
story of how stars were made and broken by the record business; how a war criminal conspired with a
concentration-camp victim to create a record empire; and how advancing technology, boardroom wars,
public credulity and unscrupulous exploitation shaped the musical backdrop to our modern lives. The book
ends with a suitable shrine to classical recording: the author’s critical selection of the 100 most important
recordings–and the 20 most appalling.

Filled with memorable incidents and unforgettable personalities–from Goddard Lieberson, legendary head of
CBS Masterworks who signed his letters as God; to Georg Solti, who turned the Chicago Symphony into “
the loudest symphony on earth”–this is at once the captivating story of the life and death of classical
recording and an opinioned, insider’s guide to appreciating the genre, now and for years to come.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their
can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Life and Death of Classical Music: Featuring
the 100 Best and 20 Worst Recordings Ever Made to read.

Inocencia Hensley:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Life and Death
of Classical Music: Featuring the 100 Best and 20 Worst Recordings Ever Made suitable to you? The actual
book was written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Life and Death of Classical
Music: Featuring the 100 Best and 20 Worst Recordings Ever Madeis the one of several books that everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you will
enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Lynn Lambert:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is usually The Life and Death of Classical Music: Featuring the 100 Best and 20 Worst Recordings Ever
Made.

Maria Holder:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Life and Death of Classical Music: Featuring the 100 Best and 20 Worst



Recordings Ever Made can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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