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Michael Emmerich thoroughly revises the conventional narrative of the early modern and modern history of
The Tale of Genji. Exploring iterations of the work from the 1830s to the 1950s, he demonstrates how
translations and the global circulation of discourse they inspired turned The Tale of Genji into a widely read
classic, reframing our understanding of its significance and influence and of the processes that have
canonized the text. Emmerich begins with an analysis of the lavishly produced best seller Nise Murasaki
inaka Genji (A Fraudulent Murasaki’s Bumpkin Genji, 1829–1842), an adaptation of Genji written and
designed by Ryutei Tanehiko, with pictures by the great print artist Utagawa Kunisada. He argues that this
work introduced Genji to a popular Japanese audience and created a new mode of reading. He then considers
movable-type editions of Inaka Genji from 1888 to 1928, connecting trends in print technology and
publishing to larger developments in national literature and showing how the one-time best seller became
obsolete. The study subsequently traces Genji’s reemergence as a classic on a global scale, following its
acceptance into the canon of world literature before the text gained popularity in Japan. It concludes with
Genji’s becoming a “national classic” during World War II and reviews an important postwar challenge to
reading the work after it attained this status. Through his sustained critique, Emmerich upends scholarship on
Japan’s preeminent classic while remaking theories of world literature, continuity, and community.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Griffin:

The book The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Tale of
Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like open and read a reserve The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Thomas Palmer:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Tale of Genji:
Translation, Canonization, and World Literature is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Margaret Watt:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your current
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the guide untitled The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Amanda Young:

Beside this The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature in your phone, it can give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have The Tale of Genji: Translation, Canonization, and World Literature because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this



book and also read it from now!
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