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The life of Samuel Beckett (1906-1989) has been the subject of exhaustive scholarship, yet by contrast
Beckett himself was a spare, minimalist writer who deeply distrusted the techniques of biography. In this
new, concise, critical account of Beckett's life and work, Andrew Gibson seeks to remain faithful to the
writer's artistic aims, staying close to Beckett's style of thought and work in his analysis of this supremely
modern figure. Beckett's Rockaby ends with a resounding 'fuck life': Samuel Beckett takes as its touchstone
the formidable Beckettian drive to give up on the world. Gibson locates the logic of Beckett's drive through
an analysis of his responses to modern history, showing how Beckett came to have an unusually profound
feeling for the Zeitgeist, and a power of conveying it unrivalled by any other contemporary artist. This book
tracks Beckett's painful progress through the historical situations that defined his experience: Ireland after
independence, Paris and the Aecole Normale Superieure in the late twenties, London in the thirties, Nazi
Germany, Vichy France, the early years of the Fourth Republic, the Cold War and the triumph of Capital in
the 1980s. It also analyses the (often muted and oblique) traces of and responses to these situations in a range
of Beckett's works. As Gibson cogently argues, Beckett was devastated by modern history without being
finally completely overpowered by it. He shows that Beckett espoused an extreme version of the Romantic
doctrine that art is a criticism of historical forms of life, but also that Beckett's version is wryly ironical and
perverse, for it stubbornly refuses to assume that life can ever say its final word.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Goldstein:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book called Samuel Beckett (Critical
Lives)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Augustine:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives), you are
able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it?
Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Stacy Perry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) why because the amazing
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick
up this book.

Kathy Lloyd:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and read
it. Beside that the book Samuel Beckett (Critical Lives) can to be your new friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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