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Social science research is emerging on a range of issues around large and small-scale mining, connecting
them to broader social, cultural, political, historical and economic factors rather than purely measuring the
environmental impacts of mining. Within this broader context of global scholarly attention on extractive
industries, this book explores two specific contexts: the cultural politics of coal and coal mining, within the
context of one particular country, India, which is the third largest coal producer in the world. Both contexts
are special; with its separate Ministry, coal occupies pride of place in contemporary India, shaping the
energy future and influencing the economic and political milieu of the country. The supremacy attributed to
coal mining in contemporary India represents how ‘coal nationalism’ has replaced ‘coal colonialism’ in the
country, turning this commodity into an icon, a national symbol. In recent years the extraction of coal in
forest-covered resource peripheries has dispossessed and pauperised many tribal and rural communities who
have used these resource-rich lands for their livelihoods for generations. The combustion of coal to produce
electricity constitutes the compelling need, and the factor that prevents the Indian state from fully engaging
with the impending realities of a climate-changed future. All these reasons make the timing of this book of
crucial importance.

In particular, The Coal Nation explores the complex history of coal in India; from its colonial legacies to
contemporary cultural and social impacts of mining; land ownership and moral resource rights; protective
legislation for coal as well as for the indigenous and local communities; the question of legality, illegitimacy
and illicit mining and of social justice. Presenting cutting-edge multidisciplinary social science research on
coal and mining in India, The Coal Nation initiates a productive dialogue amongst academics and between
them and activists.
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From reader reviews:

Ross Jackson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The Coal Nation:
Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Richard Nix:

The book untitled The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can available their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Aaron Powers:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of
Coal in India can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than
the others?

Mary Jacobs:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
the book The Coal Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Coal
Nation: Histories, Ecologies and Politics of Coal in India. You can more appealing than now.
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