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From antebellum times, Louisiana’s unique multipartite society included a legal and social space for
intermediary racial groups such as Acadians, Creoles, and Creoles of Color. In Becoming Cajun, Becoming
American, Maria Hebert-Leiter explores how American writers have portrayed Acadian culture over the past
150 years. Combining a study of Acadian literary history with an examination of Acadian ethnic history in
light of recent social theories, she offers insight into the Americanization process experienced by
Acadians—who over time came to be known as Cajuns—during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Hebert-Leiter examines the entire history of the Acadian, or Cajun, in American literature, beginning with
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem Evangeline and the writings of George Washington Cable, including
his novel Bonaventure. The cultural complexity of Acadian and Creole identities led many writers to rely on
stereotypes in Acadian characters, but as Hebert-Leiter shows, the ambiguity of Louisiana’s class and racial
divisions also allowed writers to address complex and controversial—and sometimes taboo—subjects. She
emphasizes the fiction of Kate Chopin, whose short stories contain Acadian characters accepted as white
Americans during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Representations of the Acadian in literature reflect the Acadians’ path towards assimilation, as they
celebrated their differences while still adopting an all-American notion of self. In twentieth-century writing,
Acadian figures came to be more often called Cajun, and increasingly outsiders perceived them not simply as
exotic or mythic beings but as complex persons who fit into traditional American society while reflecting its
cultural diversity. Hebert-Leiter explores this transition in Ernest Gaines’s novel A Gathering of Old Men
and James Lee Burke’s detective novels featuring Dave Robicheaux. She also discusses the works of Ada
Jack Carver, Elma Godchaux, Shirley Ann Grau, and other writers.

From Longfellow through Tim Gautreaux, Acadian and Cajun literature captures the stages of this
fascinating cultural dynamism, making it a pivotal part of any history of American ethnicity and of Cajun
culture in particular. Concise and accessible, Becoming Cajun, Becoming American provides an excellent
introduction to American Acadian and Cajun literature.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Becoming Cajun, Becoming American: The Acadian in
American Literature from Longfellow to James Lee Burke (Southern Literary Studies). Try to face the book
Becoming Cajun, Becoming American: The Acadian in American Literature from Longfellow to James Lee
Burke (Southern Literary Studies) as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense
alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we should make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Florence Whitney:

The reserve with title Becoming Cajun, Becoming American: The Acadian in American Literature from
Longfellow to James Lee Burke (Southern Literary Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important
to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Mildred Lyons:

Beside this kind of Becoming Cajun, Becoming American: The Acadian in American Literature from
Longfellow to James Lee Burke (Southern Literary Studies) in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from
the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Becoming Cajun, Becoming American: The Acadian in American Literature from Longfellow to James Lee
Burke (Southern Literary Studies) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from now!

Juli Gadberry:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top record in your reading list is usually Becoming Cajun, Becoming American: The



Acadian in American Literature from Longfellow to James Lee Burke (Southern Literary Studies). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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