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A fascinating exploration of how the transcendent is expressed in the spatial sensibility of premodern Islam.

This fascinating interdisciplinary study reveals connections between architecture, cosmology, and mysticism.
Samer Akkach demonstrates how space ordering in premodern Islamic architecture reflects the
transcendental and the sublime. The book features many new translations, a number from unpublished
sources, and several illustrations.

Referencing a wide range of mystical texts, and with a special focus on the works of the great Sufi master
Ibn Arabi, Akkach introduces a notion of spatial sensibility that is shaped by religious conceptions of time
and space. Religious beliefs about the cosmos, geography, the human body, and constructed forms are all
underpinned by a consistent spatial sensibility anchored in medieval geocentrism. Within this geometrically
defined and ordered universe, nothing stands in isolation or ambiguity; everything is interrelated and
carefully positioned in an intricate hierarchy. Through detailed mapping of this intricate order, the book
shows the significance of this mode of seeing the world for those who lived in the premodern Islamic era and
how cosmological ideas became manifest in the buildings and spaces of their everyday lives. This is a highly
original work that provides important insights on Islamic aesthetics and culture, on the history of
architecture, and on the relationship of art and religion, creativity and spirituality.

Samer Akkach is Associate Professor in History and Theory of Architecture at the University of Adelaide,
Australia, and the Founding Director of the Center for Asian and Middle Eastern Architecture (CAMEA).
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From reader reviews:

Gonzalo Barnes:

This Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An Architectural Reading of Mystical Ideas (SUNY
series in Islam) tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of
this Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An Architectural Reading of Mystical Ideas (SUNY
series in Islam) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An Architectural Reading of
Mystical Ideas (SUNY series in Islam) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Laura Thompson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An Architectural Reading of Mystical Ideas
(SUNY series in Islam) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Cosmology
and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An Architectural Reading of Mystical Ideas (SUNY series in Islam)
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sheila Lefevre:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be go through. Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An Architectural Reading of
Mystical Ideas (SUNY series in Islam) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short spare time problems.

James Johnson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern
Islam: An Architectural Reading of Mystical Ideas (SUNY series in Islam) can give you a lot of close friends



because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Cosmology and Architecture in Premodern Islam: An
Architectural Reading of Mystical Ideas (SUNY series in Islam).
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