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Farewell to Prosperity is a provocative, in-depth study of the Liberal and Conservative forces that fought
each other to shape American political culture and character during the nation’s most prosperous years. The
tome’s central theme is the bitter struggle to fashion post–World War II society between a historic Protestant
Ethic that equated free-market economics and money-making with Godliness and a new, secular Liberal
temperament that emerged from the twin ordeals of depression and world war to stress social justice and
security.
Liberal policies and programs after 1945 proved key to the creation of mass affluence while encouraging
disadvantaged racial, ethnic, and social groups to seek equal access to power. But liberalism proved a zero-
sum game to millions of others who felt their sense of place and self progressively unhinged. Where it did
not overturn traditional social relationships and assumptions, liberalism threatened and, in the late sixties and
early seventies, fostered new forces of expression at radical odds with the mindset and customs that had
previously defined the nation without much question.
When the forces of liberalism overreached, the Protestant Ethic and its millions of estranged religious and
economic proponents staged a massive comeback under the aegis of Ronald Reagan and a revived
Republican Party. The financial hubris, miscalculations, and follies that followed ultimately created a
conservative overreach from which the nation is still recovering. Post–World War II America was thus
marked by what writer Salman Rushdie labeled in another context “thin-skinned years of rage-defined
identity politics.” This “politics” and its meaning form the core of the narrative.
Farewell to Prosperity is no partisan screed enlisting recent history to support one side or another. Although
absurdity abounds, it knows no home, affecting Conservative and Liberal actors and thinkers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Lewis:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Farewell to Prosperity: Wealth, Identity, and
Conflict in Postwar America. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we
know about how is important any book Farewell to Prosperity: Wealth, Identity, and Conflict in Postwar
America. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since
from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Meredith Butler:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The Farewell to Prosperity: Wealth, Identity, and Conflict in Postwar
America will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Violet Murray:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Farewell to Prosperity: Wealth, Identity, and Conflict in Postwar America
was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Benjamin Herrera:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. Through the book Farewell to Prosperity: Wealth, Identity, and Conflict in Postwar America we
can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life
with that book Farewell to Prosperity: Wealth, Identity, and Conflict in Postwar America. You can more



attractive than now.
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