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Michael Ignatieff draws on his extensive experience as a writer and commentator on world affairs to present
a penetrating account of the successes, failures, and prospects of the human rights revolution. Since the
United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, this revolution has brought the
world moral progress and broken the nation-state's monopoly on the conduct of international affairs. But it
has also faced challenges. Ignatieff argues that human rights activists have rightly drawn criticism from Asia,
the Islamic world, and within the West itself for being overambitious and unwilling to accept limits. It is now
time, he writes, for activists to embrace a more modest agenda and to reestablish the balance between the
rights of states and the rights of citizens.

Ignatieff begins by examining the politics of human rights, assessing when it is appropriate to use the fact of
human rights abuse to justify intervention in other countries. He then explores the ideas that underpin human
rights, warning that human rights must not become an idolatry. In the spirit of Isaiah Berlin, he argues that
human rights can command universal assent only if they are designed to protect and enhance the capacity of
individuals to lead the lives they wish. By embracing this approach and recognizing that state sovereignty is
the best guarantee against chaos, Ignatieff concludes, Western nations will have a better chance of extending
the real progress of the past fifty years. Throughout, Ignatieff balances idealism with a sure sense of practical
reality earned from his years of travel in zones of war and political turmoil around the globe.

Based on the Tanner Lectures that Ignatieff delivered at Princeton University's Center for Human Values in
2000, the book includes two chapters by Ignatieff, an introduction by Amy Gutmann, comments by four
leading scholars--K. Anthony Appiah, David A. Hollinger, Thomas W. Laqueur, and Diane F. Orentlicher--
and a response by Ignatieff.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Pursell:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Human Rights as
Politics and Idolatry (The University Center for Human Values Series). All type of book could you see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Diane Smith:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Human Rights as
Politics and Idolatry (The University Center for Human Values Series) to read.

Jennifer Wadsworth:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Human
Rights as Politics and Idolatry (The University Center for Human Values Series) your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get just before. The Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry (The University
Center for Human Values Series) giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Susan Peterson:

This Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry (The University Center for Human Values Series) is great book
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can point
out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Human Rights as Politics and Idolatry (The University Center for Human
Values Series) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say



that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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