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Between 1901 and 1907, a broad coalition of Protestant churches sought to expel newly elected Reed Smoot
from the Senate, arguing that as an apostle in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Smoot was a
lawbreaker and therefore unfit to be a lawmaker. The resulting Senate investigative hearing featured
testimony on every peculiarity of Mormonism, especially its polygamous family structure. The Smoot
hearing ultimately mediated a compromise between Progressive Era Protestantism and Mormonism and
resolved the nation's long-standing "Mormon Problem." On a broader scale, Kathleen Flake shows how this
landmark hearing provided the occasion for the country--through its elected representatives, the daily press,
citizen petitions, and social reform activism--to reconsider the scope of religious free exercise in the new
century.
Flake contends that the Smoot hearing was the forge in which the Latter-day Saints, the Protestants, and the
Senate hammered out a model for church-state relations, shaping for a new generation of non-Protestant and
non-Christian Americans what it meant to be free and religious. In addition, she discusses the Latter-day
Saints' use of narrative and collective memory to retain their religious identity even as they changed to meet
the nation's demands.
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From reader reviews:

Allen Goehring:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title The Politics of
American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle suitable to you? Often
the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Politics of American
Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostleis the main one of several books
that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this reserve. This book will give
you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in
this particular book.

Brian Griffith:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle
can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Edward Cottrell:

Beside this particular The Politics of American Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot,
Mormon Apostle in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Politics of American
Religious Identity: The Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it
from right now!

Judy Brown:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Politics of American Religious Identity: The
Seating of Senator Reed Smoot, Mormon Apostle can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?
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